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Ⅰ.Cloze (20%, 2 points each)：Please choose the best answer according to the context. 

The main reason for the dramatic change in Asian marriage patterns is that the 
education level and earning __1__ of Asian women have both improved, but their 
social status hasn’t risen accordingly. However, the major reasons of declining __2__ 
rates over the past decades in Taiwan include young generation’s hedonism, marriages 
being put off, the increase in the cost of childcare, and the increase in typical age of 
childbearing.  

Currently, the __3__ number of births per woman is 0.89 in Taiwan, far below the 
global average of 2.5, and in fact the lowest __4__ in the world. Consequently, many 
local authorities are providing both birth and childcare __5__ to encourage fertility. 
1. (A) capacity        (B) motivation     (C) spur         (D) straightjacket 
2. (A) fertility         (B) employment   (C) monitoring    (D) speech 
3. (A) total           (B) average       (C) headcount     (D) size 
4. (A) empowerment   (B) temperature    (C) summary      (D) figure 
5. (A) enhancement    (B) reduction      (C) scholarship    (D) allowance 

 
For dyslexics, such symbols in book as Chinese phonetic symbols, Roman letters, 

or Arabic numerals might as well be hieroglyphs from another planet; __6__, they 
have far greater talents with colors and drawing than with words. Due to their 
neuropsychological __7__, people with learning disabilities have difficulties in being 
attentive, remembering, understanding and reasoning, further leading to language 
issues in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and even to problems with 
understanding mathematics. 
6. (A) all in all       (B) nevertheless    (C) and        (D) consequently 
7. (A) regulations    (B) legislation      (C) strengths    (D) abnormalities 
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In the US and Europe, the focus of having insurance is on the purely protective 
function of insurance; however, in __8__nations such as Japan, Korea, Taiwan and 
mainland China, people link insurance with savings. Many people __9__ buy these 
high-premium investment-oriented products don’t think of themselves as buying 
insurance in the traditional sense, but as ‘__10__.’ 
8. (A) Oceanic     (B) Asian      (C) Arctic     (D) African 
9. (A) when       (B) as such     (C) who      (D) of which 
10. (A) luxury      (B) saving      (C) security    (D) spending 
 
Ⅱ.Reading (30%, 2 points each) 

The human brain remembers negative experiences more easily than positive 
ones. Our brains have developed this way because threats, like dangerous animals, 
had a more immediate effect on our ancestors’ survival compared to positive 
things like food or shelter. As a result, you likely know what makes you unhappy, 
but do you know what makes you happy? Research suggests that our level of 
happiness depends partly on factors we cannot control – our genes and our life 
circumstances. But our level of happiness is also shaped by the choices we make. 
If you’ve been chasing wealth, fame, good looks, material things, and power, you 
may be looking for happiness in all the wrong places. Psychologists suggest that 
the following seven habits make people happier. 
 People who form close relationships tend to be happier than those who do not. 
The number of friends we have is not important. What matters is the quality of our 
relationships. Relationships that bring happiness usually involve the sharing of 
feelings, mutual respect, acceptance, trust, fun and empathy. People who make a habit 
of caring for the wellbeing of others tend to be happier. People who exercise regularly 
improve both their physical and mental well-being. Some research has shown that 
exercise can be as effective as medication in treating depression. When we are so 
interested in an activity we enjoy that we lose track of time, we are in a state of flow. 
The activity could be making art, playing piano, surfing, or playing a game. People 
who include spirituality in their daily life tend to be happier. Practicing spirituality is a 
way of recognizing and trying to understand the wonder and beauty of existence. Some 
people do this by going to a place of worship or praying. Some people practice yoga or 
meditation. Some people go for long walks in nature. 
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 People are more likely to be happy if they know what their strengths are and use 
them regularly. People who set goals and use their strengths to achieve them tend to be 
happier. People who think positively by being grateful, mindful, and optimistic are 
more likely to be happy. Being grateful means being thankful. Being mindful means 
being open to, focusing on, and enjoying the experiences of the present moment. Being 
optimistic means being hopeful about the future. 
 
11. The author probably believes that ________can be as effective as medication in 

reducing depression.  
(A) Learning to play the piano or guitar    (B) Learning to make art 
(C) Starting an exercise program          (D) Having a cup of coffee or tea 

 
12. What is NOT part of being “mindful”? 

(A) Taking pleasure in the current time    (B) Enjoying a past experience     
(C) Focusing on this moment           (D) Being open to the present moment 

 
13. What is NOT mentioned in the reading as being part of a quality relationship? 

(A) Enthusiasm in reaching life goals      (B) Mutual respect 
(C) Sharing of feelings                  (D) Acceptance 

 
14. Why doesn’t the brain remember positive experiences as much as negative ones? 

(A) Positive experiences were not as important for the survival of our ancestors as 
negative ones. 

(B) Our ancestors didn’t understand what made them happy 
(C) Positive experiences like having food and shelter were necessary for the 

survival of our ancestors. 
(D) Our ancestors care more about the family business 

 
15. In the article, things we cannot control that affect our level of happiness include___. 

(A) The good looks and hair color   (B) Our genes and our life circumstances 
(C) Wealth and fame              (D) Material things and how to use them 
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16. How does the author explain spirituality? 
(A) It is a way of making many new friends 
(B) It is a way of recognizing and trying to understand the wonder and beauty of 

life 
(C) It is a way or recognizing the need to protect and preserve stray animals 
(D) It is a way of earning fortune 

 
17. What would the author think is NOT a way of caring for the well-being of others? 

(A) Giving advice to a friend who has problems 
(B) Practicing yoga or meditation at home 
(C) Volunteering at a home for old people 
(D) Taking care of a friend or a family member  

 
Jack was getting a tattoo. His friend Tony had recently gotten a tattoo, and 

Jack was so impressed by Tony's bravery and his tattoo that he decided to get one 
too. Getting a tattoo because your friends and peers have them is just one of the 
reasons why a lot of young people get tattoos. Peer pressure, media influence, and 
personal expression are some of the common reasons for wearing tattoos today. 

The desire to be part of a group, to be accepted by one's friends or peers, can 
have a great influence on what a person does. Sometimes, wearing a tattoo can be 
a sign that you belong to a certain group. Gangs often use special clothes and 
tattoos to identify their particular group. It is not only gangs that have this type of 
special 'uniform'. Young people often belong to a certain group of friends. Some 
of these groups wear only brand-name clothes. Some wear only black clothes. 
Others wear tattoos. When a person's friends are all doing something, such as 
getting a tattoo, that person is more likely to do the same thing, and get a tattoo 
too. 

The media is another big influence behind the popularity of tattoos. A wide 
variety of media images show tattoos. Tattoos can be seen on people appearing in 
commercials selling expensive cars. Famous sports heroes with tattoos are shown 
in magazines. Fashion models are often seen in magazines and on TV wearing 
designer clothes that show their bodies tattooed with detailed and colorful patterns. 
These media images link tattoos to ideas of wealth, success, and status. As a result, 
many people decide to get a tattoo for its fashion and status value. 
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It is not always the influence of other people or the media that results in a person 
getting a tattoo. Many people decide to wear tattoos in order to express their artistic 
nature, their beliefs, or their feelings – in other words, to show their individuality. A 
musician in a rock band may get a tattoo of a guitar on the arm. Some 
environmentalists may tattoo pictures of endangered animals on their shoulders. 
Lovers may tattoo each other’s names over their hearts. A tattoo can be a public sign to 
show what is important in a person’s life. As you can see, there are many reasons why 
young people get tattoos. A tattoo can be part of a group's uniform, a sign of fashion, 
or an expression of individuality. The decision to get a tattoo is most often a result of 
the influence of friends or media or the desire to express oneself. For Jack, it was a 
mixture of all three. 
 
18. According to the essay, which is NOT the common reason why a person gets a 

tattoo? 
(A) Pressure from their peers      (B) It is healthy 
(C) Influence from the media      (D) It’s a way of personal expression 

 
19. A musician in a rock band gets a tattoo of a guitar on the arm because he/she wants 

to express his/her ____.  
(A) Media preference             (B) Education level  
(C) Artistic beliefs and feelings     (D) Debt 

 
20. According to the essay, Jack thinks people who get tattoos are _______.       

(A) Cowardly   (B) Fearless  (C) Nitwits  (D) Nerdy 
 
21. The reason Jack wanted to get a tattoo was _______.   

(A) The influence of friends         (B) The influence of the media 
(C) A desire to express himself       (D) All of the above 

 
22. According to the article, which of the following is NOT the possible artistic reason 

for getting tattoos? 
(A) To show membership in a band           
(B) To show a lover’s name 
(C) To show pictures of endangered animals    
(D) To show which language you speak 
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23. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT the common way that 

people show they belong to a certain group? 
(A) Wearing a tattoo           (B) Wearing special clothes 
(C) Wearing a special uniform   (D) Wearing a special smell 

 
24. In the article, which of the following is the example that the media uses tattoos in 

advertising? 
(A) Charity events             (B) Poverty awareness  
(C) Expensive sports cars       (D) Colorful patterns on children’s books 

 
25. According to the author, some people get tattoos because _______.   

(A) They think it is a great exercise for health   
(B) They enjoy pain  
(C) They think it will wash off with water      
(D) They are religious or fashionable       

 


